
WHAT IS CLAIMED IS AS FOLLOWS: 

1 . A cable trough structure for use with a telecommunications equipment rack 
wherein equipment is mounted in the rack and a cable extends from the equipment, the 
cable trough structure comprising: 

a mounting side, a bottom extending generally perpendicular to the 
mounting side, a first outer wall a first distance from the mounting wall, the first outer 
wall extending upward from the bottom and a second outer wall a second distance from 
the mounting wall the second outer wall extending upward from the bottom; 

a first cableway defined by the mounting wall, the bottom and the first 

outer wall; 

a second cableway defined by the first outer wall, the bottom and the 
second outer wall. 



2. The cable trough structure of claim 1, wherein an opening is defined in the 
second outer wall. 



3. The cable trough structure of claim 1, wherein a cable passage opening is 
defined between the first cableway and the second cableway through the first outer wall. 

4. The cable trough structure of claim 1 , wherein a cable access opening is defined 
in the bottom within the first cableway. 

5. The cable trough structure of claim 1, wherein a cable access opening is defined 
in the bottom within the second cableway. 

6. A cable trough system comprising : 

a plurality of telecommunications equipment racks having a top and a 
bottom, the racks positioned adjacent one another; 

a first plurality of cable troughs, each trough including a mounting side, 
a bottom extending generally perpendicular to the mounting side, a first outer wall a 
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first distance from the mounting wall, the first outer wall extending upward from the 
bottom and a second outer wall a second distance from the mounting wall the second 
outer wall extending upward from the bottom; 

a first cableway defined by the mounting wall, the bottom and the 

first outer wall; 

a second cableway defined by the mounting wall, the bottom and 
the second outer wall, and a cable access opening defined in the bottom within the 
second cableway; 

wherein the mounting wall of one of the first plurality of cable troughs is 
attached to each equipment rack adjacent to the top of each equipment rack; and 

the cable troughs of adjacent equipment racks cooperate to form a 
generally continuous upper cable raceway along the plurality of equipment racks. 

7. The cable trough system of claim 6, wherein a second plurality of cable troughs 
is provided, the second plurality of cable troughs each including a mounting wall, a 
bottom extending generally perpendicular to the mounting side, a first outer wall a first 
distance from the mounting wall, the first outer wall extending upward from the bottom 
and a second outer wall a second distance from the mounting wall, the second outer wall 
extending upward from the bottom, a cableway being defined by the first outer wall, the 
bottom and the second outer wall, and further wherein the mounting wall of one of the 
second plurality of cable troughs is attached adjacent to the bottom of each equipment 
rack, and the cable troughs of adjacent equipment racks cooperate to form a generally 
continuous lower cableway along the plurality of equipment racks. 

8. A method of managing cables attached to telecommunications equipment racks, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

A. providing a plurality of telecommunications equipment racks 
having a top and a bottom, a first plurality of telecommunications equipment mounted 
to a first rack and a plurality of cables extending from the telecommunications 
equipment, the plurality of racks positioned adjacent to one another; 
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B. providing a plurality of cable troughs, each trough including a 
mounting side, a bottom extending generally perpendicular to the mounting side, a first 
outer wall a first distance from the mounting wall, the first outer wall extending upward 
from the bottom and a second outer wall a second distance from the mounting wall the 
second outer wall extending upward from the bottom; 

a first cableway defined by the mounting wall, the bottom 

and the first outer wall; 

a second cableway defined by the first outer wall, the 
bottom and the second outer wall, with a cable access opening defined in the bottom 
within the second cableway; 

wherein the mounting wall of each cable trough is 
attached to one of the equipment racks adjacent the top of the equipment rack; and 

wherein the cable troughs of adjacent equipment racks 
cooperate to form a generally continuous upper cable raceway along the plurality of 
equipment racks; 

C. placing one of the cables extending from the plurality of 
equipment mounted to the first rack through the cable access opening in the bottom of 
the second cableway and into the cable trough attached to the first rack. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein one of the cables extending from equipment 
mounted in the first rack is connected to equipment mounted in the first rack and the 
first cable is placed in the second cableway. 

10. The method of claim 8, wherein one of the cables extending from equipment 
mounted in the first rack is connected to equipment mounted in a second rack and the 
second cable is placed in the first cableway. 

11. A cable trough system comprising: 

a plurality of telecommunications equipment racks having a top and a 
bottom, the racks positioned adjacent to one another; 
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a first plurality of cable troughs, each trough including a mounting side, 
a bottom extending generally perpendicular to the mounting side, a first outer wall a 
first distance from the mounting wall, the first outer wall extending upward from the 
bottom and a second outer wall a second distance from the mounting wall the second 
outer wall extending upward from the bottom; 

a cable access opening defined in the bottom between the 
mounting wall and the first outer wall; 

a second cableway defined by the first outer wall, the bottom and 

the second outer wall; 

wherein the mounting wall of one of the first plurality of cable troughs is 
attached to each equipment rack adjacent the bottom of the equipment rack; and 

wherein the cable troughs of adjacent equipment racks cooperate to form 
a generally continuous lower cableway along the plurality of equipment racks. 



12. An telecommunications equipment rack comprising: 

a base having a top, a front, a rear, opposing ends, and a pair of vertical 
supports extending upward from the both ends of the base, a plurality of mounting 
locations for mounting electronic equipment to the vertical supports, the lowest 
mounting location for electronic equipment being positioned such that a gap exists 
between electronic equipment mounted in that location and the top of the base; and 
a drawer including: 

a shell attached to the equipment rack above the top of the base 
and beneath the lowest mounting location; 

a tray movably mounted within the shell, the tray having a front 
and a rear and being configured to provide storage for cross-connect cables or tools; 

a transport mechanism attached to the shell which permits the 
tray to move between an open position and a closed position, the front of the tray 
extending beyond the electronic equipment mounted in the lowest mounting location on 
the rack, when the tray is in the open position. 
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